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Michigan Bee Plants

Plants that provide nectar or pollen 
(or both) to honey bees

Zachary Huang
Dept Entomology

Michigan State University

Basics of animal nutrition:

1. Energy source (carbohydrates): nectar
2. Protein source: (essential amino acides): pollen
3. Minerals: Na, Ca, Mg, etc: nectar and pollen
4. Vitamins/sterols: pollen

Winter aconite (Eranthis hyemalis)
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A bee on Scilla, 4/5/05

Crocus (Crocus spp, 

Pussy willow (Salix)
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Maples (Acer spp)

Silver maple (A. saccharinum, 
photo by G. Ayers.)

Red maple (Acer rubrum, photo by G. Ayers.)

Sugar maple (Acer saccharum)

Apis cerana on Japanese maple
Acer palmatum var. atropurpureum

Dandelion (Taraxacum spp)
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Apple blossoms (May 5-15)

Cherry blossoms

Almond blossoms, California (Feb 10-30)
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Pears (Pyrus spp)
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Peach

Blueberry  (mid May)
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Summer

Sumac (Rhus spp)
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Kentucky yellowwoods (Cladrastis kentukea) May 25

Black locust (Robinia pseudoacacia, Fabaceae)

Kentucky coffee tree (Gymnocladus dioicus), May 25
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Basswood. American Bee Journal Cover, July 2006

White Dutch Clover 
(Trifolium repens)
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Sweet clovers (white: Meliotus alba)

Sweet clovers (yellow: M. officinali)

A bee on bird’s foot trefoil, 6/18/05
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Alsike Clover (Trifolium hybridum)

Crimson clover (Trifolium incanatum)

Red clover (Trifolium pratense)
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Alfalfa (Medicago sativa)

Simpson’s honey plant (Scrophularia vernalis)

Buckwheat (Fagopyrum esculentum)
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Raspberry (Rubus spp)

Purple loosestrife (Lythrum salicaria)
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Mints

Origanum

horsemint

Mountain mint

A bee on a lavender:

Sunflower (Helianthus sp)
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Melons (cukes, pumpkin, squash etc)

Canadian thistle (Cirsium arvense)
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Catalpa speciosa

Fall

Star thistle, Knapweed (Centaurea sp)
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Beebee tree (Evodia danielli, Rutaceae)
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Ragweed! (Ambrosia psilostachya)

Goldenrod (Solidago spp)

Ironweed
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New England Aster (Symphyotrichum novae-angliae )

English ivy (Hedera helix)

Other plants
(not as important but pretty!)
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A bee on stonecrop (Sedum), 9/18/04

A bee on autumn mist (Eupatorium), 9/19/04

A bee on a rose, 6/11/05
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A bee on sweat pea, 7/3/05

Most of pictures are from:

http://cyberbee.net/gallery
http://ww2.beetography.com

http://bees.msu.edu/honey-plants/

http://bees.msu.edu/flowers/
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